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• Lee Dickson retires 

• Club Quiz night report   

• Coach to Hartpury & Ealing 
Trailfinders 

• Southwold trip 

Followers’ Player of the Year 

There has been quite a number of outstanding performances this 
year and I will mention a few to start you thinking about who to 
vote for. Once again Jarad has been magnificent in the back row, 
Jacob has had his best season so far, and Ryan Hutler just cannot 
stop scoring particularly when playing away.  

Dean Adamson is flying on the wing and Rich Lane has produced 
some remarkable dazzling runs. Lee Dickson has shown how to 
really push the boundaries of how to upset opposing scrum halves 
and James Lennon has also shown his worth as an able deputy. Let 
us not forget the performance of the scrum which has been one of 
the best in recent seasons. How do you pick just one of our props, 
second or back rows? Also Will Hooley has shown his kicking and 
play making skills. The centres should not be forgotten, they have 
been sterling in defence and have managed to get the ball out to 
the wings for them to make the scores. 

It will not be an easy decision this year. A voting form is attached 
to the email or can be downloaded on line. 

Lee Dickson Retires 
May we take this opportunity to wish Lee all the best in his new 
career back in Durham. I for one have relished seeing a player of 
his talents at Goldington Road and I hope he has enjoyed playing 
here. Memorable moments are many but he certainly came out 
firing on all cylinders when he came on in the second half against 
Leeds Carnegie in the Cup. I am sure their scrum half did not know 
what to do against his gentle nudges when trying to get the ball 
into the scrum. I hope that he will take the opportunity to visit the 
Blues family if he is in the area, as a lot of former players like to 
do. 

6 March 2019 
Volume 1, Issue 1 

https://www.bedfordrfa.org/player-of-the-year
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Do you know these Blues 

players? 

1) The current top try 

scorer for England with 

49 tries? 

2) The player in the top 5 

try scorers for Canada 

and top points scorer. 

3) The Canadian who became 

the most capped full back 

in their history? 

4) Who north of the border  

has 87 caps? 

The first person to answer 

by email will get an 

honourable mention in our 

next issue. Answers next 

issue. 

Our coach to Hartpury will be on Saturday 30 March 2019. 
The cost for adults will be £21, for juniors £11 and we 
leave at 10:00. 

Our last away trip is to Ealing Trailfinders on Saturday 20 
April 2019. The cost for adults will be £18, for juniors £9 
and we leave at 11:00. 

We are hoping to run a trip to the East coast in June. In 
order to be viable we do need a minimum number of people 
on the coach so please book well in advance. This year we 
are going to go back to Southwold on the 8 June 2019 with 
an optional Adnams Brewery Tour (or two tours if enough 
are interested, please note that you must be over 18 for 
this tour) at 12 and/or 1 pm.  Bookings should be made by 
the Richmond game on the 13 April 2019 and a decision will 
be made then if the trip goes ahead as we need to book and 
pay for the trip to the brewery. If you are interested in 
visiting the Brewery then advance payment needs to be 
made by mid April. Cost is £45 which includes the brewery 
trip or £25 for the coach only (£10 for Juniors under 16). 
On this occasion you do not have to be a follower to join 
the coach so friends will be welcome.  

“we do need a minimum number of people on the coach to Southwold so please 
book well in advance” 

Coming up Soon 

FOLLOWERS QUIZ NIGHT 

Fifteen teams took part in the Quiz Night on 
Friday 15th February. The winners were the 
Handpicked Five led by Mike Rayer. Runners-up 
were Jackpot Tickets Innit, made up of the 
Daintons and their friends with the difference 
being merely two points. The Westies led by Peter 
Smith were winners of the last place prizes. 

The evening, which included a raffle, produced a 
profit of just over £600 which will go to our 
charity of the year, the MS Society. 

Thanks to everyone who took part and to those 
who helped out. Special thanks to Jane for keeping 
the scores and to Solveig and Lesley for sorting 
out the raffle.  

 

 

A few of the questions to test your knowledge. 
These are from the sports round. 

1. Who fought Mohammed Ali in the rumble in 
the jungle? 

2. Which country did Lennox Lewis represent in 
the Olympics? 

3. Which twisting Grand Prix circuit is only 1.95 
miles long? 

4. Who was the first Swede to win Wimbledon 
men’s singles? 

5. Who was the first black athlete to captain GB 
men’s team? 

Answers at the end of this Newsletter. 

Jackie Markham 

mailto:bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com
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Summer Working Parties 
Let me introduce myself – Sue Livens, newbie to the Followers Committee, and I have been following 
the Blues since 1998 The laws are still a major mystery, but I just enjoy watching the fast running 
style and get very excited from time to time! 

The summer working parties are a great way to work like mad (or not) with other like-minded people, 
have some banter and tea, and end up feeling very smug when you look back on what has been achieved. 

For example, and in case you hadn't noticed so shame on you, we've painted and repaired the fascia of 
the Scrum Bar, painted the admin office huts, the blue container by the marquee, the players rest 
room, the gym and Club shop. The former players buildings and toilets got a right old spruce up, and 
the weeds in the cracks of all the paving slabs are Jim's to decimate, and sweep - whoop, can he 
sweep! There are always piles of leaves to clear and the gravel approaching the turnstiles is the bane 
of my life! Please - tear it up and lay tarmac? Every year there is regular weeding around the marquee 
and the TV tower. The new fencing erected there was also erected by us and we have painted bollards 
and railings everywhere. 

2 years ago, we did a major weeding session along the boundary of the Goldington Avenue rear gardens 
and the club's patch. As a gardener myself that's when I can really feel useful and able to help. You 
see, I've got COPD which makes me totally breathless when I do that kind of energetic stuff so 
believe me, I really enjoy seeing a good end to each session!  

It doesn't matter if you're somewhat limited in ability as there's always something you can do. For 
those of you with any skills in DIY and better health generally than me then there's any amount of 
heavier stuff! I have great memories of Andy C on a ladder painting the cross bars. 

I know last year was ridiculously hot and it sometimes felt we'd never meet the targets, but it would 
be so good to see a lot of new faces this summer. We usually start in June and go through until the 
end of July. Yes, I know that's in the school holidays, but keep an eye out for the email invite and 
come along early. Then you can shoot off to the sun feeling good about helping the club! If you want 
more information about coming along, then there will be more details on the Followers’ website or 
contact a committee member. 

I really do look forward to seeing a few new faces and skills of ANY kind! 

Sue Livens 

Followers Survey 
We would like to find out what members feel about away trips. We 
have some discussions in committee about trying to increase the 
membership and get more followers on the away trips. We have 
prepared a short questionnaire which we would like everyone to take 
a few minutes to complete. You can do this using the word doc 
attached and email back to email. Otherwise print out the pdf 
version and pass to a committee member at the next home game. 

Travel Survey  

Congratulations to @BedfordBluesRFC and big shout out to their fans who are 
easily the noisiest in the league (https://twitter.com/LSFCOfficial) 

mailto:bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com
https://www.bedfordrfa.org/
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Followers Guide to Away Grounds 

HARTPURY RFC 
For most Blues fans this ground will still be on their list of grounds to 
visit. Hartpury have a proud rugby tradition having produced more than 
150 rugby internationals in the past 10 years and as you drive through the 
University grounds you can see that they have a really good set up. There 
is evidence on the drive in, that Gloucester use some of the training 
pitches and facilities. Almost half of the Gloucester Senior and Academy 
squads have come through the Hartpury ranks including the one and only 
Jonny May. 

The ground itself is situated 
in the heart of the 
University. The University 
specialises in agriculture, 
animal, equine, sport and 
veterinary nursing and so as 
you can imagine it is 
surrounded by fields.  

A walk to the nearest pub is 
quite a trek. We are talking 
well over a mile once you are 
out of the University 

grounds. Those attempting the route march, however, are rewarded for 
their efforts especially on a fine day where the views from the beer 
gardens across the Gloucestershire countryside are superb. For the real 
ale enthusiast you’ll find the locally famous Butty Bach, Hereford Pale Ale 
and Wye Valley Bitter from the Wye Valley Brewery. They also like to 
support local smaller breweries and stock beers from some of these too. 
Lagers including Fosters, Moretti, Amstel and Brahma. 

If you are eating 
it is advisable to 
book in advance…. 

01452 700 273 

A snippet of the 
lunch menu.  

For those not 
wanting the trek 
there is a small 
bar in the 
clubhouse which 
is within the 
sports stadium 
complex.  

I am not sure how 
many visiting 
supporters other 
clubs take but 
when we have 
visited we have 
had good numbers 
and let us just say you need to embrace the good old British tradition of 
patient queueing for beer and or food. It is a Student Union bar so the 
prices are good and I am told the food was very good. 

Where are they now? 

Marie Davies compiles this 
feature in the match 
programme and has given 
permission for us to use 
some extracts for this item. 
Thank you Marie. 

Simon Brown made 37 
appearances for the Blues in 
seasons 1996-98, a prop who 
scored seven tries. He was a 
member of the squad which 
won the league and secured 
promotion in 97-98. Until 
2017 he was Head of rugby 
at Rugby School and now 
works on coaching and 
consultancy within education. 

James Shanahan played for 
the Blues between 2000 and 
2002, scoring 18 tries, six 
conversions, four penalties 
and five drop goals. After 
leaving us he was an opponent 
at Plymouth, Exeter and 
Pirates, usually scoring 
against us! He now coaches at 
Blackheath and Cambridge 
University, also coaching the 
English Counties. He, wife 
Hannah and daughter 
Scarlett can often be seen at 
Goldington Road as they still 
live locally. 

Dan Seal made 110 
appearances at prop between 
2009 and 2013 following a 
move from Pirates with whom 
he won the EDF Trophy at 
Twickenham. Injury forced 
Dan to retire from playing 
and he now coaches Olney. 
His wife Mair is the club 
physio. Dan often visits 
Goldington Road to catch up 
with mates and to watch a 
game as he and Mair still live 
locally. 

https://www.google.com/maps/@51.9039043,-2.3095496,13.62z
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 The best way of getting to Hartpury is of course with the Followers. The bus is permitted to drop us off 
right by the clubhouse. We try to arrive up to 2 hours before kick off in case of problems on the roads. 
This gives us time to meet the locals, watch the Blues going through their warm up drills and get 
ourselves fed and watered.  

In the clubhouse there is a big screens showing the latest games British University Completion (BUCS) 
where you can watch the players who will be the stars of the future. 

EALING TRAILFINDERS RFC 

Ealing Trailfinders play their home games at Vallis Way, 
Ealing. Like Bedford Athletic and Saracens they play their 
rugby on a 4G pitch, with crowd numbers much nearer the 
Ath’s than Sarries. The clubhouse at Ealing has one of the 
biggest screens I have seen at a Rugby Ground. The bar 
stocks Ruddles, Green King IPA, San Miguel and Becks. 

If you book ahead you can get lunch at either the Centenary 
Club or the Olympic Pavilion. Otherwise there is the normal 
match day fayre of Hot Dogs, Burgers and Pies which are 
sold just outside the clubhouse. When we play Ealing this 
year it coincides with a lunch of Ealing Former Players which should be interesting. The bar area is huge 
so it is a great place to mingle and meet with the locals – after the game the players tend to come into 
the bar area too –well Bedford players do anyway.  

For those who fancy their pre-match pint in the slightly 
cosier surrounds of the snug, the Duke of Kent comes 
recommended. Boasting “Ealing’s Best Beer Garden”  this 
Fullers pub stocks: London Pride, London Pride Unfiltered, 
Frontier, Sierra Nevada, Fullers Oliver’s Island, Fullers 
craft beer ‘Wild River’. To name just a few of their 
extensive range.  

Along the same road as the Duke of Kent you will also 
come across the Village Inn. This is just past the West 
Kebab shop. Serving Fullers beers and also favourites such 
as Butcome Bitter and St Austel’s Proper Job. It is a 
Young’s pub so Young’s beers are also on draught. 

We normally arrive around 90 mins to 2 hours before 
kick off so plenty of time to reach one of these 
hostelries, however, for those who just fancy a nice cup 
of tea and some lunch the same road – Pitshanger Lane 
has a couple of nice coffee shops. 

For those who want to kill time a little more 
athletically, there is a lovely walk around Pitshanger 
Park, which is bisected by the River Brent. 

Martin Clark 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.5261141,-0.3262905,15.46z
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.5261141,-0.3262905,15.46z


 7 

 

This space has been left for any contributions 
— amaze us by submitting your comments or 
even an article! 

Members forum/email contributions 

The Followers aim to support and assist Bedford Rugby in various ways as 
determined by the Committee and by proposals carried at an AGM.  
• We run coaches to mainland away games to provide support unequalled in our 

division. 
• We run a Jackpot at home games to provide funds for the club and as cash 

prizes. 
• We assist with ground maintenance each summer and support when necessary 

to clear snow and the debris left behind after our fireworks displays. 

bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com 

www.bedfordrfa.org/ 

Twitter 

Facebook 

Members Forum 
We would like to include articles 
submitted by members on this 
page. Please send any contributions 
by email to:- 
B R Followers 
We reserve the right to edit any 
contribution to make it suitable for 
publication 

Quiz Night Answers 1. George Foreman 2. Canada 

3. Monte Carlo 4. Björn Borg 5. kris Akabusi 

Your Committee 
The AGM  is to be held on AGM – Thursday 20 June 2019, 1930 in the Scrum Hall. Please come along and let 
us know what you would like the Followers to do. 

I am going to once again ask for new committee members. I know you think you are too busy and that 
someone else will  put in the time to run the Followers but do you really think that it is going to happen! Can 
you not find the time to come along one evening every two months for committee meetings? Could you help 
sell Jackpot tickets by coming along one hour before kick off, and help with the organization of our 
association? 

We need to elect a new President and Chairman this year as Peter Smith is stepping down after several 
years in the post. The President is open to any Follower who does not have to be on the Committee. Jackie 
Markham has also said she will not be up for re-election but this is a post for which you need to be a 
member of the committee. 

mailto:bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com
http://www.bedfordrfa.org/
https://twitter.com/BFRA_1?lang=en-gb
https://www.facebook.com/groups/78603593535/
mailto:bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com

