
 1 

 

Followers’ News 
Inside this issue 

Bedford Roses ................   1 

Follower of the Year ............ 1 

Christmas charity ............   1 

Sean McCarthy ...............  2 

Memories Bedford v Falcons  3 

Rugby Tonight ................  4 

New Signing ...................  4 

Puzzle Page ...................  5 

Coming Up Soon ..............  5 

Quiz Night ....................  5 

Treasurer and Outing  
Secretary Roles ..............   6 

Guide to London Scottish ....  7/8 

Guide to Pirates… ............  9/10 

Members forum ...............  11/12 

Our aims ......................  12 

Follower of the year 

Congratulations to George Herring who was 
presented with the Followers Supporter of 
the Season for the 2018-2019 season. 

December 2019 
Volume 1, Issue 4 

Christmas Charity Collection 

 
 In lieu of sending cards the committee have opted to 
make a charity donation to the Matt Hampson 
Foundation. If you are similarly inclined or wish to make 
a donation we will be collection in the Followers’ office 
on match days 

England Roses 60 Italy 3 

For those of you who missed this sell out performance of the Roses vs 
Italy match at Goldington Road here is the starting line up. Lets hope that 
this leads to further internationals being staged here. 

Have a good Christmas.  

Hope to see you on Boxing Day 

when the Blues need to get 

back to winning ways. 

Happy New Year! 

Come on you Blues! 

https://www.matthampsonfoundation.org/
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Sean McCarthy 

Sean was always one for the rough and tumble. When 
he was a small boy say 6-7 he would dress as a pirate 
or action man so I guess he was a (pirate) captain 
from an early age. He played football for Stratford 
Juniors from about seven to eleven and it was this 
that started his interest in rugby!! 

He was quite physical and even at that age was sent 
off in almost every other match as he tackled like a 
demon and dished out retribution if his “softer” team 
mates were getting a kicking.  It was suggested to me 
that he try the more physical game of rugby and so it 
started.  In his first tackle it took three lads to take 
him down hard into the mud and when he got up, filthy 
from head to toe he just smiled at me. After the 
match he said he loved it and could he go every week 
which he did. 

He played for Stratford Town at each level up to U16 as a prop having started as 
a number 8 which is probably where he got his speed and touch from.  We went on 
a tour to France when he was 14 and the parents were kept apart from the team. 
The first I saw of him was when he came tumbling down the stairs and into the 
Bar having consumed some illicit alcohol. 

He was always breaking things as he was so physical, 
usually his own body, fingers and nose (by cricket 
bat) included. He broke a toe and continued to play 
until we took him to a specialist who said “ you have 
the feet of a hobbit, it’s going to take a big metal 
plate to fix it!” 

He has bungee jumped and white water rafted in 
New Zealand whilst on tour and we watched it live  
via the internet, no fear there either! 

Sean has a seven year old dog, a Rhodesian 
“ridgeback” called Emi who he adores. He runs with 
her around Bedford often stopping for his favourite 
caffeine fix at an Italian patisserie. Sean is an avid 
reader and (unlike some props) the more complex and 
thought provoking the book, the more he seems to 
like it. 

Jim McCarthy 
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Bedford Blues: Memories - Bedford Vs Newcastle Falcons 

23rd May 2013 

Final 1st Leg 

The final whistle blows as the rare sight of a Jake Sharp penalty drifting wide closes 
out the first leg, and a 7-year-old William Roberts sprints onto the pitch to 
congratulate his deflated heroes.  A battered Mark Atkinson greets this young boy 
with a red smile as blood drips down from his forehead and lands all over the 
programme in the outstretched hand of the young kid, who, despite the ruining of his 
programme was over the moon with his team’s performance. 

After the ‘shaky’ start to this season, I think a moment of reflection is in order to the 
last time Bedford came in touching distance to silverware.  The 2012-13 squad was 
arguably the squad of the decade.  A forward pack holding a wealth of experience in 
players like Tupai, Howard and Gillanders accompanying a backline with pace in the back 
three (Short, Ransom and Stephenson) and two half-back pairings consisting of 
Veenendaal, Sharp, Baldwin and Dorrian that a young player like myself could learn a lot 
from. 

The anticipation had built to a maximum, as roughly four thousand Bedford faithful 
packed Goldington Road to see if the Blues could perform a miracle.  I remember vividly 
as I took my seat in the Eagle Stand seeing Jake Sharp dribble the ball as if it was on 
string, calmly waiting for the call to head inside and get game ready.  The relaxation of 
Sharp shocked me as the rest of the squad seemed to be frantically running moves and 
calls. 

Luke Pearce blows his whistle and a distinct feeling, I have only felt a few times whilst 
watching rugby, flickered in me as Gopperth got the game underway.  Although the 
game remained try-less for the full 80 minutes, there was still one moment that 
captivated the Blues fans and it all came from former Saracen and arguably one of 
Bedford’s most underrated full-backs from the last 20 years, Ben Ransom.  The run 
began where most great things happen at Goldington Road, down by the slope.  As the 
full-back received the ball, he saw a wall of white from the north standing in his way, 
however, this didn’t stop Ransom from making his rampaging run in front of the Eagle 
Stand and into the Falcons 22. 

So, what’s the difference between the team of 2013 and this seasons squad.  Well, 
nothing much at all.  The quality can easily be matched by the players in the 19/20 side. 
A Lane for a Ransom, a Hooley for a Dorrian, a Temm for a Tupai.  However, it’s 
experience that our current squad lacks, with an average age of 24, the pressure of 
tough games is often landing on the young guns who by no fault of their own, just aren’t 
ready yet.  So have faith in your Blues side.  Because who knows, by the 2022/23 
season, we might get one step closer than we did 10 years ago. 

From Will Roberts 

Many thanks to Will for producing such an erudite article for our newsletter. We now seem to be getting 
some contributions from the Followers and parents of the team which all adds to interest and diversity 
of the articles the committee put together.  I calculate Will must be around 14, if he was seven in 2013, 
so if he can do it then why not some of our older members. Surely some could do our cup trip to 
Twickenham? 

Editor 
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Our New Signing 

Alafoti Fa'osiliva grew up in the village of Afega, situated on the central north coast of Upolu 
island. Upolu is approximately 9750 miles from Bedford (over the North Pole and Alaska as the 
crow flies) and 2500 miles ENE of Brisbane. He attended the local Sagaga Primary School 
followed by neighbouring Leulumoega College. In 2004, at the age of 19, he was selected for the 
Samoa Under 21 team. He also plays for the national Samoa national rugby union team.  

He played in the national Samoa Sevens team representing Samoa internationally. The team 
were the champions of the 2009–10 IRB Sevens World Series. He was nominated for the 2010 
IRB International Sevens Player of the Year alongside team captain Lolo Lui and Mikaele 
Pesamino. 

Fa'osiliva had a stint at French club Toulon before making the move to the West Country. 

Alafoti Fa’osiliva joined Bristol Rugby in the summer of 2012. He made his first start in the 
RFU Championship game against London Scottish on 29 November 2012 at the Memorial 
Stadium. 

After leaving Bristol Rugby, Fa’osiliva joined Bath Rugby in the Aviva Premiership for the 
2013/14 season. 

On 2 August 2016, Fa’osiliva signs for local rivals Worcester Warriors from the 2016-17 
season. Having made the move to Sixways in August 2016, Fa’osiliva became an integral part of 
the side, having already made 36 appearances for the Club. The Samoan international 
committed his future to the club by re-signing for the 2017-18 season. 

In November 2019 he signed a deal with Championship side Bedford Blues. We saw him briefly 
against Coventry in the cup and hope he can make some hard yards in the future. 

Mel Grover 

RUGBY TONIGHT 
WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH 202O 
 
Once again we have been invited to make up the audience for an edition of the  
BT Sport programme “Rugby Tonight”. The broadcast is live from their studio in the Olympic 
Park in Stratford, London. 
Twice before we have enjoyed this experience, firstly in December 2017 when about 40 of us 
made up the majority of the audience. Former Blue Martin Bayfield was the main presenter 
together with Austin Healey and Ben Kaye. The special guest was Welsh international centre, 
Jamie Roberts. I was fortunate enough to chat with both Martin and Jamie. I even got a hug 
from the latter!!! Earlier this year we returned when England prop Joe Marler was the special 
guest.  
It is a great opportunity to be involved in the screening of rugby’s only magazine style 
programme. The date is Wednesday 4th March so our visit this year will be during the Six 
Nations. There could be former internationals such as Brian O’Driscoll and Lawrence Dallaglio in 
the studio as well as the usual presenters.  
Thanks to Chairman Martin Clark’s connections with BT we are honoured to be invited again. If 
you would like to join us please let us know as soon as possible. We would take a coach if there 
is sufficient interest, leaving Bedford in the early afternoon to allow time to eat before the 
show.  
Book the day off work and come with us!! It’s sure to be a great night out. 
 
Jackie Markham 
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The World Cup teams nicknames.  

The Answers 

1. Argentina  Los Pumas 

2. Russia The Bears 

3. Georgia The Lelos 
(Lelo burti is a traditional sport like rugby) 

4. Uruguay Los Teros 
(the southern lapwing) 

5. Japan Brave Blossoms 

6. Namibia Welwitschias 
(a bizarre native plant of in the Namib Desert) 

7. USA The Eagles 

8. Fiji  Bati 
(traditional Fijian warriors) 

9. Fiji Flying Fijians 

10. Italy  Gli Azurri 

11. Tonga  Ikale Tahi 

12. Tonga Sea Eagles 

13. France Les Bleus 

14. Canada  Maple Leafs 

15. Canada Canucks 

 

Did nobody know the answers to this quiz?   

Coming up Soon 
Away trips prices and times are on our website. 

1.    Cup - Ampthill v Bedford Blues 
On 14 Dec. - kick off at 1:45 pm  

2. Champ. Bedford Blues v Ampthill 
On 26 Dec. - kick off at 3:00 pm 

3. Champ. London Scottish v Bedford Blues 
On 10 Jan. - kick off at 7:45 pm 

4. Champ. Bedford Blues v Hartpury 
On 18 Jan. - kick off at 3:00 pm 

5. Champ. Cornish Pirates v Bedford Blues 
On 26 Jan. - kick off at 2:30 pm 

6. Champ. Bedford Blues v Jersey Reds 
On 1 Feb. - kick off at 3:00 pm 

7. Champ. Bedford Blues v Coventry 
On 7 Feb. - kick off at 7:45 pm 

8. Champ. Ealing Trail Finders v Bedford Blues 
On 15 Feb. - kick off at 3:00 pm 

9. BT Rugby Tonight Wednesday 4th March 
2020 

10. Quiz Night Friday 6th March 2020 

 

C'mon you 
Blues! Club Ground 

 Athletic Ground 

Birmingham Moseley  

 Butts Park Arena 

Doncaster Knights  

 Dillingham Park 

Sedgely Park  

Yorkshire Carnegie  

 Lady Bay Sports Ground 

 Mennaye Field 

 Hersham 

London Irish  

 Saint Peter 

Plymouth Albion  

Fylde  

QUIZ PAGE 
Fill in the missing club or ground of teams the Blues have played. 

Friday 6th March 2020 

How well do you remember the events of 2019? What 
was in the news? Who did what in the sporting world? 
What is your general knowledge like?  

You could join the list of previous winners of The 
Followers’ Quiz Night including the combined brains of 
Hand Picked Six and Jackpot Tickets. There will be 
prizes for the best (and worst!!!) teams! 

Bring a team of up to six people, enjoy an evening of 
light refreshments, the usual raffle and gentle teasing 
from your quizmaster. 

Pit yourself against others in the BRFA Annual Quiz 
Night on Friday 6th March. Put the date in your new 
2020 diary and we look forward to seeing you! Even 
better is that all the profits from the quiz go to our 
charity The Matt Hampton Trust. 

Booking information to follow nearer the time. 

Jackie Markham 
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BRFA Treasurer/Outings/Membership 

Our season begins on the day the fixtures are released. The Lugger Inn in Penzance is 

contacted and rooms are provisionally booked. Chiltern Travel is contacted for quotes 
for the away games and confirmed by the Committee. Thirteen bottles of Champagne 

are purchased for the ‘Man of the Match’ at away games. 

After the first Committee meeting the Membership Card is collated and taken to the 
printers. Memberships are collected from the AGM and once the Cards have arrived 

they are numbered and allocated to members. Prior to the first home game the booking 
file is updated and the relevant sheets for away games are added. 

 On the Wednesday prior to a home game, notes are provided for the announcer 
regarding details of away games and details of overnight stays which need to be booked 
early. Any birthday, anniversary or special messages to be read out are also included. 

Match days are busy with taking bookings and with the counting of the Jackpot and 
allocating the prizes. Details of the Jackpot are recorded for audit purposes. During 

the match, jackpot winning numbers are taken to the announcer and written on the 
chalk board outside the Followers Office. 

Prior to an away game departure times are confirmed with the coach company and the 

size of the coach required. The opposition are also telephoned to see if parking for the 
coach is available. Raffle prizes have to be purchased and the sweepstake tickets 

printed and laminated. The label is printed for the ‘Man of the Match’ champagne. After 
all games the money is checked to make sure everything is as it should be! All receipts 
and payments are recorded and itemised in the Accounts Book ready for Audit at the 

end of the season. 

Once members have voted for the Player of the Year, the trophy is then purchased and 

the main trophy engraved. This is the same with the Supporter of the Year trophy 
decided by the Committee but which is open to nominations from other Followers. This 
is kept secret and presented at the first home Championship game of the season. 

On completion of the playing season the books are audited in preparation for the AGM 
and the annual Balance and Treasurer’s Report completed. Then we begin again. 

A busy schedule, but thanks to fellow Followers, very worthwhile. 

Margaret & Geoff Appleton 

 

Editor: Margaret and Geoff work tirelessly throughout the season and I must say on the 
Followers’ behalf that their efforts are very much appreciated.  

Many thanks! 
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AWAY TRIPS  

Your Guide to the next few venues the ‘Blues’ and ‘The Followers’ will be visiting in January. 

First up is a Friday Night Game. 

On Friday 10th January, we travel down to West London for our first encounter of the season with London 

Scottish. 

When it is played on a Saturday, this fixture is one of the best supported in terms of Away Fans.  The Followers 

always fill a big coach and a large number of Blues fans take the train as it’s a simple run down to West 

Hampstead Thameslink then Overground to Richmond Station where it is a 10 minute walk at most to the 

Recreation Ground, Richmond. This ground London Scottish is shared with Richmond Rugby Club. 

Obviously it is much less bother travelling to Richmond on the coach with the Followers, where you can kick back 

and enjoy a few ‘cold ones’ as the coach crawls down the M1, Hangar Lane, Kew Gardens and into Richmond. 

However, the reason so many people travel to this one independently is, of course, Richmond, is a real rugby 

borough.  Two Rugby Clubs are next to the town centre and the Stoop and Twickenham Stadium are less than two 

miles away.  Because of this it has some very fine drinking dens popular with rugby supporters of all teams. 

Starting near the ground, and popular with those travelling with the Followers as they are a stone’s throw from 

the ground are (A Google search of “pubs near Richmond Rugby club” will give you the locations of the pubs below 

plus a few others!):- 

The Triple Crown 
This is a no frills pub that is literally 20 yards from the Rugby Club car park.  They always have a guest ale, which 

was Timothy Taylor Landlord when we were there last year for the Richmond game.  When the Followers went to 

London Scottish almost the whole of Bedford appeared to be in the next pub on the list. 

The Sun Inn 
This is an amazing pub, bags of character and a real rugby pub.   

I mean seriously rugby.  Signed rugby shirts, pictures and 

memorabilia of all sorts of shapes and sizes bedeck the walls, ceiling 

and every conceivable nook and cranny.  There is a large outdoor 

seating area and even a box of blankets you can help yourself to keep 

warm if you do choose to sit outside (it is under cover). Further info 

and menus can be found on https://www.suninnrichmond.co.uk/ 

 

If you are looking for something a bit posh try the:- 

The Britannia 
After the game there are a huge number of very good pubs to visit, the match day favourite is:- 

The Orange Tree 
Big bars, two big screens showing sport and (if you can book a table – massively popular) excellent food. 

The bar is conveniently positioned opposite the train station so not too far to crawl to the train. 

For you beer connoisseurs out there – and I know there are a few – lads from the FECCERS I’m looking at you – 

there is the  

Richmond Vault Beer Cellar & Restaurant  

Located in Richmond town centre, you'll find Richmond Vault. You have to venture underground – the entrance is 

down some steps outside a grand Georgian townhouse – to explore the series of arches and passageways that 

make this bar and restaurant such a unique prospect.  Despite being split over numerous levels, the maze of this 

place ensures all the nooks remain cosy and atmospheric, and the curved skylights ensure natural light streams in. 
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The bar serves beer from independent breweries (Yeastie Boys, Gipsy Hill and Goose Island among them), plus 

wine and cocktails. Meanwhile the food menu consists of stone baked pizzas, pots of mussels, burgers and ribs. 

Onto London Scottish themselves. 

London Scottish Football Club was founded on Wednesday 10th April 1878 at Mackay’s Tavern, 3 Water Lane, 

Ludgate Hill. The inaugural meeting appointed the first committee of the club, determined the playing strip: 

blue shirts wit h a red Lion, white shorts and red socks which remains the colours of the club more than 130 

year later. 

Initially the club played at Blackheath Common and had a successful first season.  They won their inaugural 

match against Ravenscourt Park and overall of the 15 matches played they won 5, drew 6 and lost 4.  A number 

of clubs that the club played during the 1878/79 season subsequently disbanded but Guys Hospital, Wasps and 

Twickenham still exist. 

The club moved to Old Deer Park in Richmond as tenants of Richmond Cricket Club and then in 1894 to their 

present ground, the Richmond Athletic Ground, which they share with Richmond Football Club. 

In 1987, the national league structure was formed and in 1996 the game turned professional.  The club had a 

successful start to the professional era playing in the Premiership in 1998/99.  However at the end of the 

season the professional club, in which London Scottish was a shareholder, was forced into administration. The 

original amateur club then re-joined the leagues but was effectively demoted 9 leagues by the RFU. 

2011 saw Scottish return to the second tier of English rugby in dramatic fashion. Having started the 2010/2011 

season with three straight losses, promotion looked unlikely.  However, a run of 26 straight victories following 

that inauspicious start meant that the promotion battle all came down to the final day of the season: a straight 

fight between London Scottish and Barking, with the winner heading to the Championship. 

With seconds remaining, the score was locked at 13-10 to Barking, and they seemed certain of confirming their 

promotion.  The East Londoners expertly recycled possession close to the Scottish try line.  Just as Scottish 

supporters were resigning themselves to another season in National League 1, the Barking 10 threw a pass wide 

to the wing, for him to touch down in the corner and confirm Barking’s presence in the upper echelons of 

professional rugby. 

Except it never got there.  London Scottish wing David Howells plucked the ball from the air and sprinted the 

length of the field to score an extraordinary intercepted try. 

The club house has a decent bar and a range of hot food… 

You can buy tickets online now for the Blues game 

https://londonscottish.cloudvenue.co.uk/londonscottishvbedfordblues 

 

The set up is the similar to Goldington Road – a stand on one side of the ground – called the Saltire Stand and 

the rest of the ground is standing – called the Tartan Terrace… 

Stand Prices are 

Non Member Saltire Stand Adult   £25.00 

Non Member Saltire Stand 65+ Concession  £20.00 

Saltire Stand Child (U16)    £10.00 

Tartan Terrace (standing anywhere in the ground basically) 

Non Member Tartan Terrace   £18.00 

Exile/Life Member Tartan Terrace   £15.00 

Child (U16) Tartan Terrace   £00.00 

C'mon you 
Blues! 

https://londonscottish.cloudvenue.co.uk/londonscottishvbedfordblues
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On 26th January the Blues are in the West Country to play Cornish Pirates 

On Friday the 24th of January at 08:00 the Followers depart to the seaside town and 
fishing village of Newlyn.  Situated on the shore of Mount’s Bay it is the home, until 
the completion of the ‘Stadium for Cornwall, of the Cornish Pirates. 

The Followers stay at the Lugger Hotel which is right on the seafront with superb 
views across Mount’s Bay and St Michaels Mount. It’s also only 10 minutes from the 
Mennaye where the Pirates play. 

Newlyn is home to one of the largest fishing fleets in the 
United Kingdom, with over 40 acres of harbour. The industry is one of the most important in the 
county, contributing millions of pounds to the Cornish economy each year. All sorts of fishing vessels 
can be seen in the harbour - beam trawlers, long liners, crabbers and even small open boats used for 
hand-lining for mackerel in the Bay. 

There are fabulous walks along the coastal paths but also the town with it’s narrow paths and hidden 
alleyways is also well worth exploring.  Ten minutes’ walk up the hill from the Lugger Hotel you reach 
the Penzance Town Centre. 

The market town of Penzance is located in the far west of Cornwall the last stop on the old Great 
Western train line – and yes there are Followers who take the train.  It was the arrival of the railway 
that turned what was just a port into a major holiday resort.  Holiday resort it might be but Mid-
January may not be the best time to don the budgie smugglers, fish out the bucket and spade or head 
to the beach.  However there is still plenty to do around the town. 

Running from the town centre down to the harbour is Chapel Street, the most historic street in Penzance.  It is an eclectic mix 
of shops, houses and hotels most of which date back to the 18th century and before. One of these buildings that has always 
amazed us on the way to the Admiral Benbow Pub (more about that in a bit) is the Egyptian House with its colourful Egyptian 
styling and sphynx like adornments. 

The Exchange Gallery 

Working for BT I am always amazed too at what has become of the old Penzance Telephone 
Exchange Building.  It is just around the corner from Chapel Street and is now a major 
contemporary art gallery aptly named ‘The Exchange’.  The building itself is of interest 
extensively altered to include a huge bowed glass wall illuminated by 100s of coloured LED 
lights. 

Morrab Gardens 

Between the Lugger Hotel and the Mennaye Field where Pirates play, are the Morrab 
Gardens. Three and a half acres of subtropical garden stretching from the centre of town to 
the seafront. The gardens contain many exotic plants, rarely seen in other parts of Britain. 
These include various palms, tree ferns, banana plants and Japanese Bitter Orange. Other 
features include a bandstand, a fountain and the Boer War memorial. Very picturesque and 
well worth the walk. 

Jubilee Pool 

The Jubilee Pool is the jewel in Penzance's seafront. Positioned on the headland between the Promenade and the harbour and 
two minutes’ walk from the Lugger.  This art deco lido is the largest of its kind in Britain.  Built to withstand the violent winter 
storms the pools triangular shape is softened with the sweeping curves we associate with art deco.  In January you would have 
to be flipping bonkers if you fancy a swim there.  However, there are some nice cafés overlooking the pool which is the best 
spot in town on a summer's day – but not that bad in Jan if the weather is kind. 

Redruth versus Henley Hawks 

Bedford play Pirates on the Sunday the 26th January (2:30 kick off) which if travelling with the Followers gives you all day 
Saturday to enjoy Penzance and Newlyn. 

However, a number of Blues fans will be getting an early fix of Rugby – heading to Redruth RFC– and its famous Hell Fire 
Corner to watch the home side who sit 5th in National League Division 2, take on second place Henley Hawks at 14:30. Anyone 
wishing to join us let the Followers know in advance as we go via coach using the coach which they travel in from Bedford.  In 
true ‘Followers’ tradition we will be awarding a man of the match at the end of the game. 

St Ives 

For those for whom one game of Rugby in the South West is enough, 
Penzance is conveniently connected to the seaside town of St Ives by 
rail. Depending on how lucky you are with your train, some services only 
take 20 mins. 

A proper pretty seaside town, one of those places on most peoples UK 
bucket lists.  St Ives is described on every Cornish travel site as the 
“dazzling jewel in Cornwall’s crown”.  I have to say that they aren’t to 
far wrong.  It’s a picturesque fishing harbour and seaside town and I’ve 
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read that it is one of TripAdvisor’s top 10 European beaches.  Like Newlyn with its maze of narrow cobbled streets, independent 
shops and fisherman’s cottages. Unlike Newlyn, St Ives has award-winning restaurants, cafés and bars described as the best in 
the Southwest. 

Pub Guide 

This wouldn’t be a Followers away guide without mentioning a few pubs.  A few minutes walk from the Lugger Hotel and in the 
centre of Penzance is a pub called the Admiral Benbow.  A favourite haunt of Rugby fans 

The Admiral Benbow 

The Admiral Benbow, Pub houses a fascinating collection of maritime artefacts rescued 
from numerous shipwrecked vessels which foundered on the Cornish coast during the 
last 400 years.  Many of its treasures are incorporated into the fabric of the building 
and the Captain’s Cabin restaurant is an amazing example of this with its fine woodwork 
from a Portuguese Man O’ War. 

One of the oldest drinking houses in Penzance, the Admiral Benbow has been in 
existence since the 17th Century.  Popular too with the famous, its visitors have 
included Gregory Peck, the Rolling Stones and recently Suggs from Madness.  Today, 
the Admiral Benbow serves a wide variety of beers, wines and spirits including an 
excellent selection of real ales and fine wines.  The restaurant has a full a la carte 
menu offering a huge variety of dishes including local seafood. Vegetarian diners are well catered for.  Daily specials are 
available. 

The Benbow is old, but it’s not the oldest old smugglers pub in Penzance- the next pub is:- 

The Turks Head 

The Turks Head is reputed to date from 1233 when, during the crusades, the Turks invaded Penzance from Jerusalem.  At that 
time the Turks were excommunicated by Pope Calixtus- a bit of history for you. 

It was the first Inn, in England, to be named ‘The Turks Head’, others adopting the name in future times.  During the 17th 
Century, the old cellar, which is now the dining room, was used by naval ratings.  There was a smugglers tunnel leading directly to 
the harbour.  The tunnel is still under the property and can be found to the right of the building, the whole of which used to be 
part of the Turks Head.  The tunnel came in to the diner then up a shaft, arriving to the right of what is now the main bar, and 
then on to the first floor, where priests were hidden in the ‘Priest Holes’.  These are still in existence.  The second floor was a 
fisherman’s loft, with a cell for locking up drunks and undesirables. 

In the 19th Century, the Landlord of the Turks Head was a Mr Holloway.  His son, Thomas Holloway, founded the Royal Holloway 
College and also Holloway Sanatorium for the middle class insane. 

Matchday Ticket Prices 

TERRACE & OPEN SEATS ADVANCE ON THE GATE 

Adult £13 £15 

Child Age 5-15 (Under 16) £1 £1 

Under 5’s Free Free 

MICROCOMMS STAND 

Adult £18 £5 upgrade 

Child £5 £5 upgrade 

GRANDSTAND £25 £10 upgrade 

 

After rugby first appeared in Cornwall in the late 19th Century, Penzance RFC was formed in 1876 and Newlyn RFC around 1894-
95. ‘Derby’ matches inevitably followed with intense rivalry between the clubs and supporters, so perhaps unsurprisingly, 
fixtures were occasionally suspended.  However, by the 1930s relationships had mellowed with the sense that rugby was more 
important than the rivalry, and nearing the end of WW2 there was a strong desire for the clubs to amalgamate. 

The new Penzance & Newlyn RFC played its first match on the 22nd September, 1945.  The opponents for the historic occasion 
was suitably Britain’s oldest rugby club, Guy’s hospital, formed in 1843.  There were inevitably some prophets of doom (as ever!), 
but the new club, with the nom de guerre, “The Pirates” began its evolution, digression and evolution again. 

Since 2012, the subsequent seasons have been about consolidation, striving to keep afloat during an uncertain and testing period 
both on and off the pitch.  However the continued desire for a stadium for Cornwall is now at last a reality and has generated 
fresh impetus and exciting plans for a Cornish Pirates future based in a brand new stadium in Truro. 
 
Martin Clark 

C'mon you 
Blues! 
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My all time Bedford XV. 

Following on from my recent article, I have been asked to contribute another article to 
the Followers’ newsletter. 

Those who known me may not be aware that I first started watching Bedford in 1964 
which in those days was in front of 3 men and a dog.  The fixture list was fairly constant 
in those days with the season starting with Leicester followed by Richmond, London Irish 
and Gloucester.  Old Paulines was the Boxing Day fixture.  Coventry and Northampton 
were played twice in November and April.  The season finished against Bath. 

Over those 55 years, I have seen a number of players represent the Blues.  I thought it 
would be a good idea to select the best 15 that I have seen play for Bedford.  The only 
criteria being how they performed at Bedford, so a player like Rory Underwood would be 
excluded as he was at the end of his career. 

Some of the positions have been easy to choose others harder with several quality 
players playing in that position.  

• Full Back : 3 contenders for me Tony Jordan, Mike Rayer and James Pritchard.  

• Wings: a number to choose from Barrie Williams, Billy Steele, Derek Wyatt, Bob 
Demming , Ben Whetstone, James Pritchard and current star Dean Adamson 

• Centre: Again the list is endless with Geoff Francombe and Danny Hearn from the 
60’s Jeremy Janion in the 70’s through to Billy Twelvetrees who only played for 1 
season but what a season he had and Matt Allen. 

• Fly Half: only 2 contenders for me in this position Neil Bennett or Paul Turner.  

• Scrum Half: A limited choice between Jacko Page, Alun Lewis and Karl Dickson. 

• Props: An area that I am not an expert in but over the years a number spring to 
mind Alan Lovell, Chris Baliward, Brian Keen, Clem Boyd, Dan Cole, Ben Alexander 
and John Brookes. 

• Hooker. Norman Barker, Mark Howe and Brian McCarthy from the old days to Dan 
Richmond, Cameron Thomas and Charlie Clare. 

• 2nd Row. Lots to choose from here Bob Wilkinson ,Nick Martin, John Orwin, Scott 
Murray, John Phillips and Mark Flanagan. 

• Back Row: The first Bedford Back row I saw Tod Slaughter, David Perry and 
Budge Rogers was a good unit. Subsequently Roy Winters, Junior Paramore, Jason 
Forster, Ben Lewitt, Nick Strauss and Toops spring to mind. This was the hardest 
area to choose. 
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Our thanks once again go to Mick Meadows for this article. 
I am sure there must be some others in the Followers who 
could put fingers to the keyboard or even contribute a 
written piece. The hardest thing is actually starting and I 
do have a built in spell and grammar checker. 

Editor 
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The Followers aim to support and assist Bedford Rugby in 
various ways as determined by the Committee and by 
proposals carried at an AGM.  

• We run coaches to mainland away games to provide 
support unequalled in our division. 

• We run a Jackpot at home games to provide funds for 
the club and as cash prizes. 

• We assist with ground maintenance each summer and 
support when necessary to clear snow and the debris 

left behind after our fireworks displays. 
• We organise social events and help promote events held 

by the club. 

Email 

www.bedfordrfa.org/ 

Twitter 

Facebook 

There is no right or wrong to my selection but you can all choose your own side from the 
players you have seen play 

15.   Mike Rayer  
14.   Barrie Williams 
13.   Danny Hearn 
12.   Billy Twelvetrees 
11.   Derek Wyatt 
10.   Neil Bennett 
 9.   Karl Dickson 
 1.   Alan Lovell 
 2.   Mark Howe 
 3.   Dan Cole 
 4.   Scott Murray 
 5.   Bob Wilkinson 
 6.   Paul Tupai 
 7.   Budge Rogers 
 8.   Junior Paramore. 
 
Replacements 
 
FR   Brain Keen 
FR   Clem Boyd 
Ho   Norman Barker 
SR   Mark Flanagan 
BR   Nick Strauss 
SH   Alun Lewis 
MB   Ben Whetstone 
B3   James Pritchard 
 

Mick Meadows 
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